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Today’s passion for email, text messaging
and instant messaging has made actual let-
ter writing something of a lost art. That
alone makes me want to draw attention to
this latest Lemony Snicket publication.

The fact that a sticker on its cover serves
as a candid admission to its being a bit of a
marketing tool also works in its favour.
“Suspiciously linked to Book the Thir-
teenth,” the sticker reads and, as anyone
who has set foot in a children’s bookstore
the past week or so can attest, the count-
down has begun. That book will soon be
added to the Snicket canon. In fact, it will be
its crowning glory.

The end, you see, is in sight.
No, there will be no second coming.
The mysterious author, Lemony Snicket

(whose public engagements are conducted
by Daniel Handler), has been bringing us
the sad saga of the Baudelaire orphans – Vi-
olet, Klaus and Sunny – since 1999 and has
promised that all will be revealed in the fi-
nal instalment of A Series of Unfortunate
Events. Book the Thirteenth, cleverly titled
The End, is due in stores on – are you sitting
down? – Friday, the 13th.

Meanwhile, for those who need a fix now,
there’s The Beatrice Letters.

Cleverly packaged à la oversized Molesk-
ine notebook (i.e., with a black elastic band to
keep it shut), the cover shows a flowery, dra-
matic silhouette of the mysterious Beatrice,
object of Snicket’s desires. (Beatrice has fig-
ured in all of the previous books, but it’s only
now that we find out that there is a Beatrice
who has same last name as the orphans.)

The stiff board cover has the word “Let-
ters” die-cut below the illustration, provid-

ing for interesting texture and – when the
cover is opened – shadows.

Inside, the appearance is of a file folder,
with a full-colour poster in one slot and a
soft-cover “book” in the other. The book is a
collection of glossy pages, encased at the
spine in linen, with a couple of curious call-
ing cards at the beginning and end.

Some of the pages depict portions of the
poster, with a die-cut letter stamped into the
centre. (This alone will make it a nightmare
publication for librarians. It’s doubtful that
these pages will survive intact once curious
young Snicket fans get their hands on them.
Still, with careful handling it’s possible to

decode the mysterious letters without actu-
ally popping them out of the pages.)

Most of the pages consist of epistles from
Beatrice Baudelaire to Lemony Snicket, and
vice versa. (A red filing stamp at the top iden-
tifies each letter.) Some look to have been
crumpled up and rescued from a wastepaper
basket. Others show neat fold lines. Some
were typed, others handwritten. All provide
hints that a clever reader will be able to deci-
pher – and ultimately bring to a reading of
the final book in the series.

And, as always, there is the Lemony
Snicket way with words – clever twists and
tongue-in-cheek references throughout.

Not much will make sense if you haven’t
read at least some of the series. But for the
true fan of Snicket’s work,this is a must-have.

I, for one, loved it – especially the six-page
epistle responding to a dozen questions
from Beatrice – and confess to irrational de-
light at successfully decoding the mystery
of the letters.

Ages 8 to 12 – and up.

TThhee  BBeeaattrriiccee  LLeetttteerrss
By Lemony Snicket
Illustrated by Brett Helquist
HarperCollins, 76 pages, $25.99

BERNIE GOEDHART

A WARMUP FOR LEMONY SNICKET, VOL. 13

BBRREETTTT  HHEELLQQUUIISSTT HARPERCOLLINS

This book is a must-have for Lemony Snicket fans, but won’t make much sense to those unfamiliar with the series.

TODAY
Suleikha Ali Yusuf presents Stories from
Africa, in English, and Gnetto Gadji leads
an African dance workshop, in French, at
the Beaconsfield Library, 303 Beaconsfield
Blvd., at 2 p.m. For school-age children 
and adults. Free.Call 514-428-4460.

WEDNESDAY
Sarah Mlynowski launches Frogs & French
Kisses, at the Jewish Public Library, 5151
Côte Ste.Catherine Rd., at 7 p.m. Cost is
$5 for JPL members and $10 for others.
Call 514-347-2627, Local 3028.

kids’
calendar

ADVICE ON HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN CLOTHES
JJUULLIIAA  FFEELLDDMMEEIIEERR WASHINGTON POST

If you’re a teen or tween with an itch to
stitch, there are a number of books to help
build your skills (and your wardrobe). Here
are a few to check out:
I Wanna Make My Own Clothes, by Clea
Hantman, illustrated by Azadeh Houshyar
(Aladdin, 144 pages, $13.95). This book,
aimed at ages 9-12, focuses on refashioning
old clothes into newer, hipper items. Got a
stash of dad’s old neckties? Learn to stitch
them into a colourful skirt. Flared pants
seem dated? Cut and sew yours into trendy
skinny pants. Other tricks include making
wrap skirts from old T-shirts, fashioning
halter tops from scarves and jazzing up
pants with cargo pockets. Many of these
projects work from existing articles of

clothing and require minimal sewing –
none requires a sewing machine – so
they’re well suited for those looking to get
crafty and stylish without the burden of
starting from scratch.
Sew U: The Built by Wendy Guide to Mak-
ing Your Own Wardrobe, by Wendy Mullin
with Eviana Hartman, (Bulfinch, 212 pages,
$34.99). This book, penned by a New York
fashion designer and a former Teen Vogue
writer, is a step-by-step guide to the basics
of sewing. There’s a chapter devoted to fab-
rics, one to patterns and another to cutting
– as well as a crash course on how to shop
for (and use) sewing machines. Skirt, shirt
and pant patterns designed by Mullin are
included, and corresponding chapters offer
easy explanations and ideas about adding
personal details, such as lining skirts with

colour-contrasting fabric and putting elas-
tic on shirt cuffs to make puff-bottom, three-
quarter-length sleeves. Mullin’s clothing
line typically caters to the indie-hipster set,
but this book’s projects allow users to be as
classic or trendy as they like.
Sew What! Skirts, by Francesca DenHar-
tog and Carole Ann Camp (Storey, 128 pages,
$23.95). Learn to make a beach wrap, a draw-
string A-line skirt and a pleated skirt, among
others. This book breaks skirts down to 16
styles, including wraparound, ruffled and
tiered “hippie.” Interspersed are “Psssts” –
helpful tips on fine-tuning each project to fit
your body and your skills. Though the book
assumes no previous sewing experience and
clearly explains sewing jargon, equipment
and techniques, it may be tough reading for
very young stitchers.
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DISCORD ON THE FARM
Crow Lake author Mary Lawson returns with a fine new novel, Pages 8-9


