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‘he Da Vinci Code, the cinematic Second Com-

ing, is on its way. Next week, the movie ver-

sion of Dan Brown’s fast-paced thriller The

Da Vinci Code, starring Tom Hanks and Au-

drey Tautou, will premiere at Cannes two days be-
fore being unleashed upon North America. Las Ve-
gas bookies are taking bets on the money it will
rake in on its first weekend. Since most of us who
have read the book will want to see the movie, odds
are good that box office receipts will break a record.
In the movie, Hanks plays Robert Langdon, a

U.S. symbologist who teams up with French cryp-
tologist Sophie Neveu (Tautou) to investigate the
murder of her grandfather. Paul Bettany plays a
mad albino monk who belongs to the conserva-
tive Catholic lay organization Opus Dei, which is
supposedly involved in the Vatican’s attempt to
guard the 2,000-year-old secret that Mary Magda-
lene was married to Jesus Christ and had his
child — a bloodline, we are told, that survives.
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